
Top Tips for Your Application from our current YAG 

1. Be Authentic and Honest 
The most important thing is to be yourself. Share your genuine experiences, even 
if they don't fit a typical mold. Your unique perspective is what matters. 

2. Show Passion 
Let your enthusiasm and motivation shine through. Show why you're excited 
about the opportunity and why it matters to you. 

3. Focus on Your Desire to Make a Difference 
Highlight why you want to contribute and create change. Your passion for making 
an impact is one of the strongest things you can show. 

4. Reflect on Your Experiences 
Think about how your personal journey, both in life and work, has shaped who 
you are. Consider how these experiences can contribute to the YAG. 

5. Skills Come from Everywhere 
Don’t limit yourself to work or school experience. Think about teamwork, 
leadership, and problem-solving skills you’ve gained from other areas, like 
volunteering, hobbies, or family responsibilities. 

6. Use the STAR Approach 
Structure your examples using STAR (Situation, Task, Action, Result) to clearly 
communicate your experiences and achievements. 

7. Write Naturally, Not Perfectly 
Don’t worry about flawless grammar or writing style. What matters is that your 
answers sound like you—authentic and true to yourself. 

8. Leave Time to Review 
Give yourself plenty of time to complete your application. This allows you to 
come back to it with fresh eyes, check for any errors, and ensure you’re happy 
with your responses. 

9. Proofread and Ask for Feedback 
Always proofread your application aloud, and don’t hesitate to ask friends or 
family for feedback to make sure it reads well. 

10. Do Your Research 
Show that you’ve taken the time to learn about the CEC and YAG. This 
demonstrates your commitment and interest in the role. 

11. There Are No Wrong Answers 
Trust yourself—what’s important is that your answers reflect who you are and 
your experiences. 

12. It’s Okay to Boast a Little 
Don’t be shy about your achievements. It’s okay to highlight what makes you 
proud and what sets you apart. 



13. Don’t Rush 
You don’t have to finish your application in one go. Take breaks and come back to 
it when you’re ready to refine your responses. 

 


